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with your present attainments; but, " forgetting the
things which are behind,1'' labour still to " press for-
ward1"* with undiininished energy, and to run the race
that is set before you without weariness or inter-
mission.
Above all, measure your progress by your improve-
ment in love to God ana man. "God is love."
Low en- This is the sacred principle, which warms
.forced. and enlightens the heavenly world, that
blessed seat of God^s visible presence. There it
shines with unclouded radiance. Some scattered
beams of it are graciously transmitted to us on
earth, or we had been benighted and lost in darkness
and misery; but a larger portion of it is infused into
the hearts of the servants of God, who thus "arc re-
newed in the divine likeness,11 and even here exhibit
some faint traces of the image of their heavenly
Father. It is the principle of love which disposes
them to yield themselves up without reserve to the
service of him, " who bought them with the price of
his own blood.11
Servile, and base, and mercenary, is the notion of
Christian practice among the bulk of nominal Chris-
Base nature tians. They give no more than they dare
of tfo nil- not withhold; they abstain from nothing
lull of mi but wkat ^ey mu& not 'practise. When
wined Chns- you state to them the doubtful quality of
tiam. any action, and the consequent obligation,
to desist from it, they reply to you in the very spirit
of Shylock, "they cannot find it in the bond.11 In
short, they know Christianity only as a system of re-
straints. She is despoiled of every liberal and ge-
nerous principle : she is rendered almost unfit for the
social intercourses of life, and is only suited to the
gloomy walls of a cloister, in which they would con-

